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Introduction
The U.S. dairy industry approaches antibiotic stewardship through a series of interrelated
regulatory and industry programs to assure judicious use of antibiotics on the farm, routine
residue testing to assure a safe supply of milk and dairy beef, and resistance monitoring to
maintain viability of antibiotics for animals and humans.
Aim
The National Dairy FARM Antibiotic Stewardship program has served as an integral piece
in ensuring that dairy farmers, veterinarians, cooperatives and processors have the
necessary resources to be responsible stewards of the antibiotics necessary to maintain
animal health and wellbeing.
Methods
A cornerstone of the FARM Animal Care program is the establishment of a written Herd
Health Plan which emphasizes prevention, rapid diagnosis and quick decision-making on
necessary treatment of all sick or injured dairy cattle on the farm. A Veterinarian-ClientPatient-Relationship requires the dairy farmer to consult with a veterinarian on
development of treatment protocols that address the proper use of antibiotics. A
comprehensive residue avoidance manual and an on-farm pocket guide are utilized
throughout the dairy supply chain for judicious antibiotic use policies and programs.
Additionally, a national partnership between FARM Program and Beef Quality Assurance
Program provides cross-industry coordination for meat residue avoidance initiatives.
Results
Federal surveillance data indicates high levels of compliance to proper antibiotic use. Milk
residues have declined by 90 percent in the last 20 years to ≈ 0.011% bulk milk pickup
tankers. Only ≈ 0.017 % dairy beef has been found to have residues, a decline of 27 percent
over the most recent three years.
Conclusion
The U.S. dairy industry recognizes the value and responsibility for proper use of antibiotics
to maintain animal health and well-being on farms. Through integration with the FARM
program, heightened awareness and execution of stewardship builds consumer trust by
ensuring safe and wholesome dairy and beef products.

